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DETAILED ACTION 

New grounds of rejection are contained within this Office Action. Accordingly this action 
has been made Non-Final. 

Claim Objections 

1. Claims 21, 22, 25 and 26 objected to because of the following informalities: each of the 
following limitation lacks antecedent basis in the claim: Claim 21, line 10 "the first remote input 
node"; Claim 21, lines 12-13 "the remote input means"; Claim 21, line 16 "the first-level input" 
and "the remote feedback output"; Claim 21, lines 18-19 "the primary input node" and "the first- 
level feedback output"; Claim 22, lines 2-3 "the local node" and "first-level input node"; Claim 25, 
line 6 "the second remote feedback node"; and Claim 26, line 2, "the first-level input node". 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 1 12 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distincdy claiming the subject 
matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 21 - 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. Independent claims 21 as well as dependent claim 25 contain limitations related to both 
an apparatus and the method steps of using the apparatus. Claims 21 and 25 and all claims 
dependent thereon are therefore indefinite. Ex parte Lyell, 17 USPQ2d 1548 (Bd. Pat. App & Inter. 
1990). 

Additionally, line 14 of claim 25 states "the remote feedback node"; line 2 of claim 26 states 
"the remote node"; and line 7 of claim 28 states "the remote feedback node". It is unclear if these 
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limitations are referring to the first or second remote feedback node. Line 3 of claim 28 states, "the 
data node". It is unclear which data node is being referred to. Line 9 of claim 28 states, "the second 
remote node". It is unclear which of the second remote nodes is being referred to. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

4. 35 U.S.C 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or any 
new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of 
this tide. 

Claims 21 - 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because claims 21 - 30 are directed to 
neither a "process" nor a "machine", but rather embrace or overlap two different statutory classes of 
invention set forth in 35 U.S.C. 101 which is drafted so as to set forth the statutory classes of 
invention in the alternative only. MPEP 2173.05(p). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entided to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in 
the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent 
by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United States and was 
published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 14 - 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent 
Application Publication No. 2002/0021283 to Rosenberg et al. 

In regards to claims 14-20, Rosenberg et al. discloses an input means (616) for receiving 
data from a user; an output means (614) for communicating feedback to a user; a primary local loop 
having an input connected to the input means and an output connected to the output means; a 
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secondary local loop having an input connected to the input of the primary local loop and an output 
connected to the output of the primary local loop; and a primary remote loop having an input 
connected to the input of the secondary local loop and an output connected to the secondary local 
loop output [0099]-[0101]; [0216]-[0218]. The input of the primary remote loop and the input of the 
secondary local loop are connected by the Internet; and the output of the primary remote loop and 
the output of the secondary local loop are connected by the Internet. A secondary remote loop has 
an input connected to the input of the primary remote loop and an output connected to the output 
of the primary remote loop [0099]-[0101]; [021 6] -[02 18]. Data is communicated at a remote output 
and input is received from the remote location [0217]. Rosenberg et al. discloses a local database 
and a remote database [0086]. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. U.S. Patent No. 6,394,904 to Stalker. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Jonathan ML Foreman whose telephone number is (571)272-4724. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:00 am - 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Max Hindenburg can be reached on (571)272-4726. 



Application/Control Number: 09/777,107 



Page 5 



Art Unit: 3736 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http:/ /pair-directuspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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